
Accessing Race, Ethnicity, 
Foreign Born, and Ancestry Data

Presented by: Eric Coyle

Data Dissemination Specialist
Customer Liaison & Marketing Services Office
Data Dissemination & Training Branch
U.S. Census Bureau



Race, Hispanic Origin, Foreign Born, and Ancestry
• Overview

American Community Survey
• Overview
• Geography

Accessing Census Data
• AFF, API, CBB, Infographics, etc.

Live Demo

Q&A

Agenda

2



What is the difference?

Race Hispanic-Origin Foreign-Born Ancestry
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https://www.census.gov/topics/population/race/about.html
https://www.census.gov/topics/population/hispanic-origin/about.html
https://www.census.gov/topics/population/foreign-born/about.html
https://www.census.gov/topics/population/ancestry/about.html


• Measured since 1790 Census

• Census form has reflected changes in society 

• Influenced by social, political, and economic factors

• 1980 Census to present follows OMB standards

• Based on self-identification

Race and Ethnicity
History of Collection in the U.S. Decennial Census



Race & Ethnicity Across the Decades

https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/race/MREAD_1790_2010.html
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https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/race/MREAD_1790_2010.html


2010 Census Ethnicity 
Question
(asked since 1970)

2010 Census Race 
Question

(asked since 1790)

- The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) establishes the standards for the classification of federal data on race and 
ethnicity: obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/omb/fedreg_1997standards
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https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/omb/fedreg_1997standards


Census Bureau Research on Race Ethnicity for the 2020 Census
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• Census Bureau conducted extensive 
research and outreach over past decade, 
including two groundbreaking national 
studies on how to improve race and 
ethnicity question(s)

• Based on extensive research and outreach, 
combined race/ethnicity question with 
detailed checkboxes and Middle Eastern or 
North African (MENA) response category 
was recommended by the Census Bureau as 
optimal design for collecting 2020 Census 
data on race and ethnicity

• Determining content for the census is an 
extensive undertaking, involving research, 
community engagement, and politics.

• Determining census content is an 
extensive undertaking, involving research 
and stakeholder engagement

• Extensive research and outreach showed 
combined race/ethnicity question with 
detailed checkboxes is the optimal design 
for improving race/ethnicity data

Separate Ethnicity Question and Race Question DesignCombined Race/Ethnicity Question Design



• The Census Bureau issued memorandum to document 2020 
Census Program decision on race and ethnicity questions 
(January 26, 2018)

• Census Bureau needed to make a decision on design of race 
and ethnicity questions by December 31, 2017 to prepare 
2020 Census systems, and deliver final 2020 Census 
question wording to Congress by March 31, 2018

• In accordance with current OMB standards, Census Bureau 
will use two separate questions for collecting data on race 
and ethnicity
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Census Bureau Decision for 2020 Census
Separate Ethnicity and Race Questions

Source: www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/memo-series/2020-memo-2018_02.html



OMB Ethnicity Categories:
• Hispanic or Latino
• Not Hispanic or Latino

OMB Race Categories:
• American Indian or Alaska Native
• Asian
• Black or African American
• Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
• White

The Census Bureau is also permitted to use the category “Some Other Race”

Source:  www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-1997-10-30/pdf/97-28653.pdf
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U.S. Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
Standards for Race and Ethnicity (1997)



OMB minimum categories for data on race and ethnicity for Federal statistics, program administrative reporting, 
and civil rights compliance reporting are defined as follows:

• American Indian or Alaska Native - A person having origins in any of the original peoples of North and South America 
(including Central America), and who maintains tribal affiliation or community attachment. 

• Asian - A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent 
including, for example, Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippine Islands, Thailand, and 
Vietnam. 

• Black or African American - A person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa. 

• Hispanic or Latino - A person of Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, South or Central American, or other Spanish culture or 
origin, regardless of race. 

• Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander - A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, 
or other Pacific Islands. 

• White - A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle East, or North Africa. 

• Source: www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-1997-10-30/pdf/97-28653.pdf
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U.S. Office of Management and Budget
Standards for Race and Ethnicity (1997)



• Question designs for 2020 Census must 
adhere to 1997 OMB standards for race and 
ethnicity

• Census Bureau will not use combined 
question format for collecting race and 
ethnicity; 1997 OMB standards require two 
separate questions for self-response

• Census Bureau will not use “Middle Eastern 
or North African” category 

• Several significant changes from 2010 
Census questions proposed for race and 
ethnicity
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Proposed Design for 2020 Census
Separate Ethnicity Question Separate Race Question

https://www.census.gov/progr
ams-surveys/decennial-
census/2020-census.html

https://2020census.gov/en

More information at:

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census.html
https://2020census.gov/en


The American Community Survey 
Overview
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The American Community Survey
The Foundation

The American Community Survey (ACS) is on the leading edge of survey design, 
continuous improvement, and data quality

• The nation’s most current, reliable, and accessible data source for local statistics 
on critical planning topics such as age, children, veterans, commuting, education, 
income, and employment

• Surveys 3.5 million households and informs over $675 billion of Federal 
government spending each year

• Visit 20,000 Group Quarter facilities and sample approximately 194,000 
residents each year

• Covers 35+ topics, supports over 300 evidence-based Federal government uses, 
and produces 11 billion estimates each year

• Three key annual data releases:
• 1-year Estimates (for large populations)
• 1-year Supplemental Estimates (for small populations)
• 5-year Estimates (for very small populations)
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1790-1930 Census  
one form to all households

1940-2000 Census  
short form & long form

1996-2004 ACS  
demonstration period

2005-present ACS/PRCS 
annual estimates for all 
geographies

2010 Census and future 
short form only

1996

2000

2005

2020

2010

1790
1800
1810
1820
1830
1840
1850
1860
1870
1880
1890
1900
1910
1920
1930
1940
1950
1960
1970
1980
1990
2000
2010
2020

The American Community Survey
Census & ACS
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The American Community Survey
How is the ACS Different from the Census?
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ACS 2010 and 2020 Census

purpose Sample estimates Official counts

produces Population characteristics Population totals

new data every Year 10 years

data reflect Period of time Point in time

Collects Information previously on the census “long form” “Short form” information
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Race and Ethnicity Questions on the ACS 
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Place of Birth & Ancestry Questions on the ACS



The ACS tells businesses about its potential customers:

• Are residents of a different age, sex, or family size in these 
locations?

• Have changes to employment or earnings changed local 
household budgets? (Maybe rent and utility costs are impacting 
budgets as well.) 

• Are new residents part of a demographic that doesn’t drive? 

• Do residents speak different languages? Does the dealership 
need signs or products promoted in other languages?

• Is a rise in computer and internet use providing opportunities 
for new ways to reach your customers?

An automobile company wants to understand the different 
characteristics of communities around high performing and low 
performing dealerships.

The American Community Survey 
Market Research
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Average Family Size by Census Tract in Tarrant County



The American Community Survey
Content Overview

Ancestry
Citizenship
Disability
Educational Attainment
Fertility
Grandparents
Language
Marital Status
Migration
School Enrollment
Veterans

Class of Worker 
Commuting
Employment Status
Food Stamps (SNAP)
Health Insurance
Hours/Week, Weeks/Year
Income
Industry & Occupation

Age
Hispanic Origin
Race
Relationship
Sex

POPULATION

SOCIAL DEMOGRAPHIC

ECONOMIC

Computer & Internet Use
Costs (Mortgage, Taxes, Insurance)
Heating Fuel 
Home Value
Occupancy
Plumbing/Kitchen Facilities
Structure
Tenure (Own/Rent)
Utilities
Vehicles
Year Built/ Year Moved In

HOUSING
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Estimated Population of 
Geographic Area

1-Year Estimates
1-Year Supplemental 

Estimates 5-Year Estimates

65,000 or more X X X

20,000 to 64,999 X X

Less than 20,000 X

Release Date September 26, 2019 February 6, 2020 December 19, 2019

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases

The American Community Survey
Availability of 2018 Data Products
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https://census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases.html


Census Geography
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Selected Census Geographic Concepts—Statistical Areas

• Regions
• Divisions
• Census Designated Places
• Census County Divisions
• Public Use Microdata Areas (PUMA)
• Zip Code Tabulation Areas (ZCTAs)
• Census Tracts
• Block Groups
• Block
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https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/gtc/gtc_census_divreg.html
https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/gtc/gtc_census_divreg.html
https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/gtc/gtc_place.html%23cdp
https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/gtc/gtc_cousub.html%23ccd
https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/gtc/gtc_pumas.html
https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/gtc/gtc_zcta.html
https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/gtc/gtc_ct.html
https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/gtc/gtc_bg.html
https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/gtc/gtc_block.html


Geographic Area 
Relationships—
Small Statistical 
Areas
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Nation

Regions

States

Counties

Census Tracts

Block Groups

Congressional 
Districts

American Indian/
Alaska Native Areas/ 
Hawaiian Home Lands

Urban Areas
Metropolitan and 
Micropolitan Areas

Zip Code 
Tabulation 
Areas

PlacesSchool 
Districts

Public Use 
Microdata 
Areas 
(PUMAs)

Alaska 
Native 
Regional 
Areas

State 
Legislative 
Districts
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The American Community Survey
Selected Census Geographic Concepts

• 600 to 3,000
population

• 240 to 1,200 
housing units

Census Blocks
Blocks are not defined by population
and are the smallest geographic level 
at which data are ever released  
(Decennial Census, not the ACS)

• 1,200 to 8,000 population (optimum 4,000)
• 480 to 3,200 housing units

• Cities and towns -- incorporated  
• Census Designated Places  (CDPs):

- - Unincorporated; no size threshold
- - Separate and distinct from city/town
- - Redefined each census



Accessing Census Data
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ACS Website

census.gov/acs
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/


The American Community Survey 
Selected Ways to Access Data

• American FactFinder

• Application Programming Interface (API)

• Census Business Builder

• Census Engagement Navigator

• Data Profiles

• Infographics

• My Congressional District

• My Tribal Area

• Narrative Profiles

• QuickFacts

• Response Outreach Area Mapper

census.gov/data/data-tools.html 
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https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml
https://www.census.gov/developers/
https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/cbb.html
https://census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/engagement.html
https://www.census.gov/acs/www/data/data-tables-and-tools/data-profiles/2016/
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations.html
https://www.census.gov/mycd/
https://www.census.gov/tribal/
https://www.census.gov/acs/www/data/data-tables-and-tools/narrative-profiles/2016/
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045217
https://www.census.gov/roam
https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools.html


New Data Dissemination on Data.census.gov
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https://data.census.gov/


 Receive our Data Gems.
These short “how-to” videos are an easy and quick way 
to increase your knowledge of Census data. Get them in 
your inbox! 

 Get access to our data courses.
You will learn-at-your-own-pace with these video-
tutorials designed for different skill levels.  

 Interact with our instructors via webinars. 
Learn about our data releases and tools while attending 
these live virtual classes. 

 Bring our data experts to you.
Request free workshops and webinars for your 
organization: census.askdata@census.gov 

Take part in this community
Share your feedback and ideas for our educational 
content: Census.academy@census.gov

Census.gov/Academy: Visit and Subscribe

mailto:census.askdata@census.gov
mailto:Census.academy@census.gov
mailto:Census.academy@census.gov
https://www.census.gov/academy


Interactive Maps
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census.gov/geography/interactive-maps

https://www.census.gov/geography/interactive-maps.html


The latest news releases and 
statements from the U.S. 
Census Bureau. Also, find 
upcoming events, and useful 
information for media
census.gov/newsroom.html 

Featured stories on various 
topics such as families, 
housing, employment, 
business, education, the 
economy, emergency 
preparedness, and population
census.gov/AmericaCounts

Stay Current 
This blog gives the director's 
point of view on everything from 
Census Bureau news to how we 
measure America's people, 
places and economy. 
census.gov/newsroom/blogs/direct
or.html

Provides links to timely story 
ideas highlighting the Census 
Bureau's newsworthy statistics 
that relate to current events, 
observances, holidays, and 
anniversaries
census.gov/newsroom/stories.html
census.gov/newsroom/facts-for-
features.html

NEWSROOM

AMERICA COUNTS

DIRECTOR’S BLOG

STATS FOR STORIES
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https://www.census.gov/newsroom.html
https://www.census.gov/AmericaCounts
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/director.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/stories.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/facts-for-features.html


Sign up for and manage alerts at
https://public.govdelivery.com/acco
unts/USCENSUS/subscriber/new

More information on the 
American Community Survey: 
https://www.census.gov/acs

Stay Connected #CensusData

Census (Non-media inquiries) 
800-923-8282

Public Information Office (Media) 
301-763-3030

facebook.com/uscensusbureau

twitter.com/uscensusbureau

youtube.com/user/uscensusbureau

instagram.com/uscensusbureau

pinterest.com/uscensusbureau

linkedin.com/company/us-census-bureau
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https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCENSUS/subscriber/new
http://www.census.gov/acs
https://www.facebook.com/uscensusbureau
https://twitter.com/uscensusbureau
https://www.youtube.com/user/uscensusbureau
https://www.instagram.com/uscensusbureau/
https://www.pinterest.com/uscensusbureau/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/us-census-bureau


Your story

Your outcome

Your data details

To tell us your story, visit:
census.gov/acs/www/share-your-story/index.php

The American Community Survey
Data Tell Stories. Tell Us Yours!
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U.S. Census Bureau
Data Dissemination Specialist

Eric Coyle
(702) 236-3202 

eric.a.coyle@census.gov

Additional Assistance:

Toll-free number:
1-844-ASK-DATA (1-844-275-2342)

census.askdata@census.gov

Additional Resources:
Want Free Training?
Need Local Stats?
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mailto:eric.a.coyle@census.gov
mailto:Census.askdata@census.gov


Q&A and Thank You!
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